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that of the National Alliance; it was a branch of the Polish
Socialist Party, and recognized Pilsudski's leadership. In 1912
the Independentists started a fund called the Skarb Wojskowy
(Army Treasury) at Zakopane, in Galicia. Subscriptions came
freely from the American Poles for months, and then slowed
down owing to unfavourable representations by Pilsudski's
opponents at home and in the United States.
PILSUDSKl'S RIFLEMEN
Pilsudski's "army" was growing; in 1913 there were nearly two
hundred groups of his Riflemen in Galicia against half as many of
the other Riflemen. In the beginning of 1914 Pilsudski went to
Paris to inspect a body of his Riflemen formed there, and he put
his plans before some prominent men of the Left in France, but
failed to make much impression on them. He made, however, a
memorable declaration in a lecture in the hall of the French
Geographical Society on February 21. He claimed the military
movement in Poland to have the special importance of bringing
once more the Polish Question into the international forum. Since
1904 the world had seen, he said, various conflicts settled by armed
force. "The sword alone," he added, "decides the destinies of
nations. A people which shuts its eyes to this fact would irre-
trievably compromise its future. We must not be that people/'
THE WORLD WAR STARTS
Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia on July 28, 1914—the
war which developed into that "universal war for the liberation
of the peoples," for which Mickiewicz, the great Polish national
poet, had besought Almighty God, in the Litanie des Pklerins
polonais, "by the wounds, tears and sufferings of all the slaves,
exiles and pilgrims of Poland." Pilsudski was on the watch, and
on the very day that Austria declared war the Provisional Com-
mittee of the Independentist Parties issued at Cracow a proclama-
tion addressed to the Polish nation appealing to it to enter into
the war against Russia. Germany declared war on Russia on
August ist, but Austria did not do so till August 6th.

